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The American Essayist—No. 1. 
OF ELOCUTION. 

That elocution should be in high repute in a 
free country is not to be wondered at. In a go- 
vernment which is mainly influenced by popular 
assemblies, the talent of public speaking, and of 
speaking well, will naturally be cultivated. Elo- 
quence grew and flourisied among the ancients, 
almost solely with those people whose institutions 
were favorable to liberty. In Greece, a crowd of 
orators marked the period of her freedom and in- 
dependence, until the time of Demosthenes, upon 
whose death the art of oratory began to decline. 
With the Greeks elocution and liberty expired 
together. The case was similar with the Romans. 
The faeulty of public speaking had reached the 
height of perfection in the person of Cicero; and 
it is worthy of remark, that the murder of that 
great orator and the usurpation of Augustus Csar 
were cotemporaneous events. 

The reason of this connexion is susceptible of 
easy explanation. Among a free people, the citi- 
zens are, in a great measure, governed by per- 
suasion, and eloquence is the means by which 
they are won; whereas in despotic or arbitrary 


prevailing instruments by which the concerns of 
a nation are regulated. Undera tytanny, the ex- 
pression ef liberal thoughts is restricted; orators, 
in a measure, become hypocrites, and are conse- 
quently debased. The mind, like the body, in 
order to its vigorous existence, requires reom for 
exercise. If it.is cramped, it dwindles into fee- 
bleness and frivolity. 

Despots discourage elocution, because the pow- 
er of persuasion among the people thwarts the 
influence of established authority, causes reflec- 
tion in the community, and opposes barriers to 
the perpetuation of governmental abuses. What- 
soever brings the acts of a sovereign to the test 
of reason, is viewed by him with jealousy, for it 





same severe standard; and that, on Many occa- 
sions, is very inconvenient. 

The art of speaking well in public, however, 
is liable to perversion, even in a free country; and 
in many instances our best orators do not suffi- 
ciently discriminate between logic and rhetoric. 
There are occasions ‘when ‘rhetoric is wholly out 
of place; and when, so fat ftom its being applaud- 
ed, it ought to be unequivocally condemned. The 
gross and untlistinguishing manner in which some 
of our public journalists pour out their panegy- 
rics, is at once absurd and disgusting; and their 
eulogies tend to form in the public mind a very 
bad taste. : 

These journalists, who, in many cases, are in. 
competent judges, give, without distinction, the 
same complexion of eloquence to the harangue 
of a complimentary dinner, a fourth of July ora- 
tion, an argument addressed by lawyers to a 
court, an attorney’s declamation to a jury, the 
pious effusions of the pulpit, and the wide-spread- 
ing discourses uttered in our legislative assem- 
blies. What can be more preposterous! 

As it regards the short speeches which are 
spoken at dinner partiés, it can scarcely be said 
that they have any decisive character of elocution 
at all. They are, in a great measure, coldly pre- 
concerted; and, if not preconcerted, are common. 
ly the crude suggestions of minds over-heated by 
meats and wines. 

A fourth-of-July oration should always be of an 
impassioned cast. The day itself is devoted to 
festivity; and that always implies the prédomi- 
nancy of feeling over the-cool serenity of reason. 
An argumentative oration in commemoration of 
the declaration of independence, is like a grave 
discourse to prove the pleasantness of inatrimony 
at the commencement of the honey-moon. The 
advantages of independence are so keenly felt, 
that it requires no logic to satisfy an audience 
that they exist; and the object of the orator ought 
to be, by the most energetic phraseology and thé 
most brilliant illustrations, to mduce the minds of 
his hearers, to dwell, with enthusiasm, upon the 
exploits of the revolution and the transcendent 
virtues of the great men whs achieved it. A 
fourth-of July oration should, in brief, be entirely 
rhetorical. 

The effusions of the pulp*t, from a different 
cause, ought to be ofa similar cast. Of the Deity, 
and of all things beyond the limits of this world, 
our knowledge is so imperfect, that human rea- 








compels him to measure his own conduct by the f 


son is not a suitable interpreter ofthem., ‘Ihe 
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sentiment of devotion, moreover, which is a sa- 
cred emanation of the human heart, is interrupt- 
ed, and not improved, by logical deductions. 
There are certain great moral and physical truths 
which every one acknowledges without disputa- 
tion, and which need be only adverted to by a 
judicious preacher in order to enliven and ele- 
vate the fervor of piety. The more a minister 
of the gospel confines himself to these, the more 
beneficial wiil be the effect produced upon his 
audience. Disquisitions concerning petty doc- 
trinal points tend mostly to create doubts in the 
mind, and to unsettle the faith of the hearer. 
Pulpit oratory should have a vigor, warmth, and 
yet a gentleness in it, that would direct the heart 
to an entire confiderice in God, and to a philoso- 
phical resignation to the operation of his laws. 

In legislative assemblies, where human affairs 
are exclusively discussed, the’ leading object of 
every orator ought to be to convince the under- 
standing. The subjects which are there broach- 
ed are completely within the controd of human 
reason. ‘They relate altogether to the worldly 
interests of men; and the speaker who can best 
explain them, and point out with clearness the 
relation of these several interests to each other, 
will be ‘the best legislative orator. Yet it is not 
meant wholly to exclude rhetoric from the de- 
bates of this kind: But logic should always pre- 
cede it; for the man who warms the bosom betore 
he has secured the judgment, will, in a delibera- 
tive assembly, run the risk of being abandoned 
by the majority in a critical moment. A legisla- 
ture is not to be wooed like a lady. Calculations 
of advantage, and not ideas of beauty and glowing 
conceptions, determine the votes of those who 
make laws for a nation: 

In speaking of forensic oratory, an important 
distinction should be made between an argument 
upon a point of law addressed to the court, and a 
speech upon the facts tothe jury. It appears to 
me that the former should be as little rhetorical 
as possible; that it should be divested of all orna- 
ment; and include nothing more than what is ab. 
solutely necessary to establish the principle of 
law in question. It is derogatory to the learning 
and faculties of the judges to suppose that they 
can be warped by an harmonious flow of words, 
uttered by a voluble and vehement attorney. The 
calmest, the most unimpassioned, phrases and 
gestures, should alone be resorted to, and the 
fewest words used that the case will admit uf. To 
a jury, a greater jatitude of speech may be allow- 
ed; because it may be indispensable to the fur- 
therance of justice, to touch the heart, and awa- 
ken feelings of humanity in the breasts of the 
jurors. ‘But before a jury, where this greater 
room for warmth of expression is allowed, we 
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frequently find attorneys rendering themselves 
ludicrous by the strongest language in trials of 
the utmost insignificance, often using expressions 
as highly colored in the settlement of an account, 
or in affair of petty larciny, as in a case of mur- 
der. It is in speaking on different topics, in the 
style appropriate to each, that the lawyer shows 
the excellence of his understanding, and esta. 
blishes for himself a fair claim to the serious at. 
tention of the court and to the approbation of his 
clients. Gentlemen of the Bar, as well as others, 
should never lose sight of that great rule in speak. 
ing and writing, to let the thought ever rise supe- 
rior to the word. If an orator, whatever may be 
the theme of his discourse, uniformly roars like 
Phalaris’s Bull, or coos like a turtle-dove, he 
must be contented to travel to his tomb in the 
humble path of mediccrity, and to petish, as to 
this world’s fame, with the herd of common men. 

LORD COCHRANE AND CAPT. BIDDLE. 

Translated from the Ministerial Gazette of Chile, of 
the 23d of January, 1819. 

The United States’ frigate Ontario, captain Bid- 
dle, having left Valparaiso suddenly on the 3st 
ultimo, whichy having excited various rumors, we 
now publish, for the satisfaction of all, the literal 
correspendence between the vice admiral of the 
naval forces of Chile (lord Cochrane) and captain 
Biddle. [Vew-York Gazette. 

No. 1. 
Copy of a, letter from lord Cochrane to captain Bit. 
dle, dated Valparaiso, December 27, 1818, 

S1n,-—1 have been much flattered with the visit 
with which you have honored me, and which I 
consider as an honor done me, in consequence of 
the station I hold as commander in chief of the 
naval forces of the government of Chile. I can- 
not forget the respect due to you, and will call to 
see you the first opportunity. 

The fulfilling my duty to the government I 
have the honor to serve, 1s Superior to all person- 
al considerations, and I therefore beg permission 
to remind you that from the length of time you 
have been in public service, you cannot have been 
left ignorant of the fact, that when vessels of war 
of a foreign nation enter friendly ports, it has al- 
ways been the custom to give a public salute to 
that flag. 1 know of but one exception, which 
was, when the American frigate Essex arrived at 
Gibraltar in the year 1802, which vessel omitted 
to salute the flag of lord Keith, who was then the 
English «dmiral on command at that station. The 
latter was of ‘opinion that it was the duty of the 
commander of the Essex to fire the customary a- 
lute, or, if he refused, he should leave the port 
immediately. Instead of saluting, the Essex left 
the port; but, on the arrival of commodore Trux- 
ton, he not only saluted the vessel which bore 
the admiral’s flag, but, by the order of the same 
commodore, the Essex left Algeziras for Gibral- 
tar, and was ordered to fulfil the compliment, not 
only for his former omission, but for his posterior 
return. 2 

For my part, I have no personal sentiments on 
this subject; but allow me to assure you of my 
profound respect for your government and yout 
persoy. Ihave the honor &c. 
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No. 2. 
in Biddle to lord Cochrane, dated on board the 
mg ario, before Valparaiso, Dec. 28, 1818. 

Sr,—In answer to your letter of yesterday, I 
have the honor to state, that the visit which I 
made to your lordship on my arrival was in the 
capacity of an officer of the United States’ marine, 
me as a mark of my respect for the commanding 
officer of the naval forces of the Chilian govern- 


wT kesh well that when a vessel of war arrives 
in a foreign port, it is customary to fire a public 


salute, and my knowledge of this circumstance 


induced me, when I entered this port 
pig to give formal advice of my arrival to 
the governor, and notify him that I would fire the 
customary salute, if it would be answered with an 
equal number of guns. My offer to salute was 
not accepted, and, consequently, your lordship 
will see with how much propriety I excuse my- 

self from not doing it. 
1 have the honor to be, &c.- 


No. 3. 


From lord Cochrane to captain Biddle, dated Val- 
paraiso, December 28, 1818. — : 

Sir,—I have received the letter with which 
you favored me in answer to mine of yesterday, 
and beg permission to observe, that being igno- 
rant of the rules of the American government, as 
respects the number of guns with which its com- 
manders are authorized to fire, in answering the 
salutes of foreign vessels of war who enter their 
ports, if you will give me your word of honor that 
the American commanders uniformly, without 
considering the comparative rank or the locality, 
to answer, with an equal number of guns, the sa- 
lutes of all foreign men of war, I will give new 
orders that your salute shall be answered in the 
same way. Moreover, as in all other services 
with which I have had communication, it is cus- 
tomary that the admiral’s vessel should answer 
with two guns less, the salute of the foreign ves- 
sels of war, which do not bear the insignia of a 
corresponding rank, my instructions until this 
moment have been comformable thereto. 

The alteration of the usual mode of procedure, 
in similar circumstances, (as respects the United 
States,) must be regulated by the communication 
which you make me upon this subject. 

. I have the honor, &c. 


No. 4. 
Captain Biddle to lord Cochrane, dated on board 

‘"<0. the Ontario, December 28, 1818. 

Srr,—I have had the*honor to receive the com- 
Munication with which your lordship honored me 
this morning. ‘The object of my former letter 
was to@xcuse myself entirely from making the 
salute, and, consequently, it is not. necessary to 
know whether the salute of the Ontario shall be 
answered with an equal or a less number of guns. 
When a government vessel enters a foreign port 
the salute isa mere matter of courtesy, and en- 
tirely arbitrary—it is sometimes practised, and at 
others it is omitted. 


. 
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who commanded the Essex in 1802, would not 
have suffered himself to be ordered to leave the 
port in the manner you state. 

I have the honor, &c. _ 


No. 5. 


Lord Cochrane to captain Biddle, dated Valparaisa, 
same date. ~ 

Str,—The letter with which you favored me 
this morning, and in which you inform me that 
your visit was “in your capacity of officer of the 
United States’ marine, and as a mark of your re- 
spect for the officer who commands the naval 
forces of the Chilian government,” you leave me 
to understand that, in omitting the salute, you 
could have no intention of failing in the respect 
you owe the Chilian flag; the more ‘so, when, in 
the sentence which follows, you plainly confess 
that you know “ that when a vessel of war en- 
tered a foreign port, it is customary to fire a sa- 
lute; and that the knowledge of this circumstance 
induced you, when you entered this port in Ja- 
nuary, ultimo, to give formal advice of your ar- 
rival to the government, and gave it notice that 
"bag would fire the customary salute, if it would 

e answered with an equal number of guns.”— 
Imagine, then, wy astonishment! on receiving, 
this evening, your written declaration, in which 
you state “that the object of your letter was to 
excuse yourself entirely from making the salute, 
and consequently it was not necessary to know 
whether the vessel under your command should 
be answered with an equal or a less. number of 
guns.” . 

This is a public affair; but inaagine, sir, what 
were my personal feelings when I find that you 
add, in the same letter, that “when a govern- 
ment vessel enters a foreign port, the salute is 
merely a matter of courtesy—it is entirely arbi- 
trary—that it is at times practised, and at others 
omitted.” 

Conceive, sir, I repeat, what are my particular 
feelings when 1 compare your last communication’ 
with one of your former ones; in which you state 
that “ when a vessel of war arrives in a foreign 
port, it is customary to fire a salute.* When I 
compare this with the offer which you made to 
the governor, on your arrival, in January, to make 
the customary salute, if it would be answered 
with an equal number of guns: when I compare 
this with the knowledge I have, (and which is 
incontrovertible) thatin no part of a civilized 
nation, the power which is saluted ever answers 
with an equal number of guns. Se 

As respects the afiair at Gibraltar, which IE 
mentioned in my letter, I have not erred in’ fact, 
although I may, perhaps, have been mistaken as 
to particulars of no importance. 

I plainly perceive the very unfavorable predica- 
ment in which you are placed; and you cannot 
feel it more sensibly than I do. But this will 
deprive me of doing that which, before the re- 
ceipt of your last letter, would have given me 
great satisfaction, and that is, of returning your 
visit, which I cannot now do, consistently with 
my feelings, until an explanation conciliates the 





With respect to what your lordship informs me 
relative to the United States’ frigate Essex, I beg 
leave fo inform your lordship that your statement 
is erroneous; for commodore Truxton never com- 
manded a squadron in the Mediterranean; and I 


apparent contradictions which exist in your pub- 
lic letters. Yours, &c. 


. No. 6. 
Lord Cochrane to capt. Biddle, dated December 30. 





am persuaded that my friend captain Bainbridge, 





In consequence of the respect and considera. 
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tion which, in your first letter, you manifested for 
the Chilian government, and the amicable inter- 
course which subsists, and which, { hope, will 
long continue between the United States and this 
country, I have to request of you, in the event of 
your intention soon to leave the port, to be pleas- 
ed to postpone your departure until after the 
suiling of the squadron, which is on the point of 
going to sea. Yours, &c. 


Capt. Biddle to lord Cochrane, dated December 30. 
In answer to your lordship’s letter, I have the 
honor to inform you that, although 1 am anxious 
to put to sea without delay, and notwithstanding 
T had it in contemplation to sail this morning; yet, 
as I am desirous to accede to whatever may be 
agreeable to the Chilian government, as far as it 
is in my power, I have determined to remain in 
port during this day; but it will be my indispen 
sable duty to sail to-morrow; and [ hope that the 
delay of this day will be sufficient to accomplish 
the views of the Chilian government—and, to 
speak the truth, as my abject is to double Cape 
Horn, it seems to me that my departure cannot 
be, in any way, prejudicial to the views of the 
squadron. I have the honor, &c. 
Lmarciemasmemd 
CONNECTICUT LEGISLATURE. 
SPHECH 
Of his excellency Oliver Wolcott, May, 1819. 
Gentleman of the Senate, and 
Gentlemen of the House of Representatives. 
If Ido not greatly mistake, the aftiurs of our 
country, have at no former period, displayed more 








exhilirating subjects of contemplation, than at 
present. The nations with which we are princi-| 
paily connected, appear to be convinced of the} 
utility of justice in their intercourse with the 
United States. ‘The causes which menaced future 
conflicts, are yielding to the influence of reason 
and humanity. In regions which have been but 
recently explored, new States are forming, under 
constitutions founded on just principles of civil and 
religious liberty. Rules for preventing disputes, 
and for promoting the settlement of vacant terrt- 
tories, have been established, of which the world 
has afforded no former examples. Our swarming | 
population is rapidly extending, united by:the 
same language and laws, and by kindred ties of 
mutual aff-ction and interest. In short, those 
sublime conceptiotis of the future happiness and 
grandeur of the American nation, which were 
presented by the sages of the revolution, to the 
admiration of their remote posterity, have been 
eminently realized, during a single age. As no 
other people have been equally distinguished by 
the divine favor and protection, we are specially 
required to manifest our gratitude to the supreme 
being, by a prudent use of the inestimable privi- 
leges committed to our care. 

The dutyassigned to us in particular, is so plain, 
that it cannst be easily mistaken. We are mem- 
bers of a state, which has long been distinguished 
as a confederacy of freemen. After a revision of 
their fundamental institutions, the -people have 
decreed, that but few changes are necessary. 





Accorilingly it has been the principal object of 
that coustiiuuion, which it is our duty to observe | 
aincd-to execute, to define those privileges, which | 
Were truly the birthright of the people, and to| 
guard against either graiual or occastonal inva- 


gious of their rights, by the abuse of power, or 
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the unlimited exercise of legislative discretion 
Entertaining these opinions, I cannot but consider 
the constitution as a great security to the com 


munity. It may now be considered as 4 point 


which has been deliberately settled, that Connec. . 


ticut is hereafter to be governed according to a 
written constitution, established by the will of the 
people. Upon the power to exercise this ri 
our political liberty essentially depends. Where. 
ver it has been acquired, it can never be | 
without extreme negligence or culpable apathy. 
lhe constitution will be altered only as experi: 
ence may indicate its imperfections. This power 
will be manifested by the people at large, after 
mature discussions of the merits of such precise 
amendments, as may be presented to their. consie 
deration, by their representatives. .Of course, 
speculative propositions of a general nature, 
which, from their uncertainty, tend to inflame and 
mislead the community, will, in respect to the 
supreme law of the state, be hereafter unavailing, 

Besides appointing the judges, sheritts and 
other officers necessary to the organization of the 
government, a number of alterations in the exist- 
ing laws will be requisite. Among these, one of 
the most important will be the devising of proper 
regulations, as required by the gonstitution, for 
ascertaining the value 2nd amount of the school 
fund, and rendering that precious deposit inalien. 
able to any other use, than the encouragement 
and support of public and common schools, for 
the equat benefit of all the people of this state, 
As a great proportion of the property belonging 
to this fund, is vested in securities of real estate, 
from which it cannot be withdrawn without great 
inconvenience and loss, it appears to be necessary 
that the office of commissioner should be con: 
tinued. The avails of the fund may, as hereto- 
fore, be paid into the treasury, and there appro- 
priated for the support of schools, as the law may 
prescribe; but it seems to be proper and analo. 
gous to our other regulations, that the accounts of 
the fund should be rendered to, and annually 
settled with the comptroller, in the same manner 
as other public accounts, and that it should be 
made the duty_of that officer, to present to the 
general asssembly, an annual statement, exhibit- 
ing every increase, or diminution of the fund, 
with the cases in which they originated Itis 
well known that a considerable part of the ex. 
tensive grants, sequestrations and devises which 
were formerly made for the support of schools 
and religious instruction, have been dissipated and 
lost, and it is only by establishing invariable rules, 
and by constant vigilatice, that similar misfortunes 
can be prevented in future. 

The crime of fraudulent bankruptcy, by which 
the privileges of an elector become forfeited, has 
never been defined. A law on this subject ap- 
pears to be necessary. 

By our late system, a number of duties and 
powers are assigned to the governor and council. 
Among these, are the appointment of commission- 
ers of sewers, and of turnpike roads, and deciding 
on the official bonds to be given by sheriffs. 
Provisions on these subjects, appear to be re- 
quired. 

I. submit to your consideration, whether itis 
not expedient to prescribe the number of notares 
public, to be commissioned in the different coun- 
ties of the state. 

Several of our ancient laws have become 0bso- 
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lete, or have been annulled by the constitution of 
the United States, or of this state; and by the re- 
peal or amendment of various regulations, the 
statute law has become less definite and intelligi- 
ble than is desirable. As great caution is, how- 
ever, necessary on this subject, 1 respectfully in- 
vite you to consider, whether it will not be pro- 
per to appoint a committee to report a revised 
code, to a future general assembly. 

As the subject of taxation 1s very important, I 
have deemed it to be my duty, to prepare a de- 
tailed view of my reflections on this subject — 
This will be submitted to your consideration, by 

special message. : 

, Afiee a long Basie of calamity, wise and bene- 
volent men of every country, appear to be uniting 
their efforts in devising means for diminishing 
the wants, and improvirig the condition of man- 
kind. Among the foremost in this honorable 
combination, the different states of our union, are 
exerting an unprecedented activity. As the situa. 
tion and institutions of Connecticut afford facili- 
ties for a more accurate application of the latest 
discoveries and improvements, than is practicable 
in states of greater extent and more recent esta- 
blishment, our advances ought to correspond with 
our advantages. We are bound to hope that the 
period is fast approaching, when the rank and 
character of communities will be estimated by no 
other rule, than by their comparative attalamenis, 
in moral excellence, and their success in ad. 
vancing the means of social happiness. Our ex- 
ertions ought, therefore, to be directed to the 
diffusion of useful knowledge, the encouragement 
of industry, frugality and honesty, and the promo- 
tion of concord among the people. 
. OLIVER WOLCOTT. 
General Assembly, ; 
May Session, A. D. 1819. 


eel J 
Notice addressed to the French Refugees 
fram St. Domingo. 


His most Christian Majesty, having taken into 
consideration the hard condition of sume of the 
French refugees from St. Bomingo, who have re- 

Prired into the United States, and whose families 
or pecuniary affairs recal them to France, and 
who seem to be without the means of providing 
for their own passage, has pleased ‘to approve 
that a man of war shall Jand at New York the last 
of June next, to-carry to France such of them as 
may be disposed to return to their native country. 

As this favor has been requested to alleviate 
honorable misfortunes, it is to tura only to the 
advantage of the unfortunatg: therefore, the 
choice will only fall on the refugees whose situa- 
tion will be acknowledged to be the most unhap- 
py, and who, bes:des, will find it beneficial asd 
urgent to themselves to retura immediately to 
France. 

The minister of H. M. C. M. wishing to pre- 
vent, on this subject, the slightest error, invites 
the said French persons, who have either appli- 
ed to him already, or, thinking themselves enti- 
tled to enjoy such benefit, would take advantage 
of it, to cause their requests to be directed to 
him through the agency of the consuls and vice 
consuls of France residing in their districts. 

The consular agents will communicate to those 
obtaining a passage certain directions which they 
*ught to follow, as the man of war of H. M.C, M. 
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is to stop but a few days in the port of New York. 
By order of the minister of 4 M.C. M. 
‘THIERRY, 
, __ Attached to the French Legation, 
Washington, May 19, 1819. 


VS OS oD ' 
BANK OF ENGLAND. 

London, February 10—Printed copies of the 
various accounts respecting the establishment, 
moved for and ordered in the House of Commons, 
since the meeting of Parliament, were issued.— 
They are 16 in number. The following is a 
brief abstract of their contents: 

1. An account of the total weekly amount of 
bank notes and the bank post bills in circulation, 
from the 30th of December, 1817, to the 25th of 
January, 1819:—-On the 20th of January, 1818, 
30,622 3501; July 21, 1818, 29,433,4601; January 
19, 1819, 27,983,8801. 

2. An account of the bank notes in circulation 
on Saturday nights in each week, from the 1st of 
January, 1818, o the 25th of January, 1819; dis- 
tinguishing the value of notes: ; 

On 24th Jan, 1818, om ane Jan. a. 


Notes of 5!.and upward, 20,187,7701, 5240; 
1,819,020 lems 


Bank Post Bills, 
Notes under $1, 7,593,060 
3. Au account of the weckly amount of bank 
notes in circulation, of the value of 51. and less: 
lst Week of 1818. ist Week of 1819. 
Notes of 51, 3,069,0991, 2. 1. 


Notes of 21. and 11. 7,410,220 7,402,230 

4. An account of the amount. of bank notes in 
circulation on the 7th and 12th of each month of- 
fers nothing in point of difference with the pre- 
ceding accounts deserving of notice. 

5. An account of the highest and lowest aggre- 
gate amount of bank notes of every kind, at any 


one time in circulation: 


|| Highest aggregate amount was on 


13th January, 1818, 30,945,880}. 
Lowest aggregate amount was on 
6th January, 1819, 24,610,850. 


6. An account of the number of forged notes, 
which have been detected by the bank of Eng- 
land, from the 10th April, 1818, to the 28th of 
January, 1819. 


Notes of 11. - . 21,561 
A . e* e 775 

5, ° 2 670 

10, . ° 77 

20, - - 19 

Above 20, e s i 
Total number, 23,103 


7. Number of sovereigns and half sovereigns 
issued from the bank to the latest periods: 
Sovereigns 3,799,868 
Half Sovereigns 1,410,390 
8. Aggregate amount of guineas, half guineas, 
and seven ee eee issued from the Bank of 
England, since the 5th January, 1816.—701,419 
1Y¥s.—Total number cannot be ascertained. 
9 An account of the market prices of standard 
gold and silver, with the courses of exchange, 


from Ist Jan. 1818, to 25th Jan 1819: 
On Jan. 23, 1818, On ry a 

















sean ater _ ; 4 ess 
Portu coin, 
Silver in tare, ® 5 312 0 56 51-2 
Spanish dollars, o54 05 6 
Exchange, Hamburgh, 2 1-2 34 2 33 9 
————— Lisbon 58 3°4 58 
-— Paris,3 day’s sight, 24 20 23 50 

Paris, 2 Usance, 24 40 23 80 


10. A statement of the baiances of cash in the 
hands of the bank on account of the different 
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branches of public revenue, (post office except- 
ed) Average balance, 453,7881. 

11. A similar statement of the balances in the 
hands of the bank, belonging to the different de- 
partments of the government (postmaster gene- 
ral’s excepted;) including the balances of the ac- 
countant general of the court of chancery. Ave- 
rage amount 1.1,457,679. 

12. Postmaster general’s account. Average 
balance in hand, 27,2051. 

13. Account of unclaimed dividends and lotte- 
ry prizes. Average amount, not advanced by 
gereroment in pursuance of acts of parliament, 

ut remaining in the hands of the Banks, 
766,952] 

14. Account of all public balances not particu- 
larly specified in the preceding accounts:—Ag- 
gregate amount, 457,6221. 

15. An account. of allowances by the public to 
the bank:—Total annual amount, 6,898]. Ss. 5d. 

16. State of advances by the bank to govern- 
ment on land and malt, exchequer bills, and all 
other securities: At. the 4th of July, 1818, 
12,595,307i. 13s. 11d.; ar the Sth Jannary, 1819, 
7,871,3011. 9s. 11d. 

‘This account is exclusive of all exchequer Bills 
and Irish Treasury Bills, purchased by the bank, 
whether advertised to be paid off or not. 








From the Raleigh Register. 
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 

It is not probably knovsn to many of our rea- 
ders that the citizens of Mecklenburg county, in 
this state, made a declaration of independence 
more than a year before Congress made theirs. 
The following document on the subject has Iate- 
ly come to the hands of the editor from unques- 
tionable authority, and is published that it may 
go down to posterity: 

N™. Carolina, Mecklenburg county, 
May 20, 1775. ¢ 

In the spring of 1775, the leading characters 
of Mecklenburg county, stimulated by the enthu- 
siastic patriotism which elevates the mind above 
considerations of individual aggrandisement, and 
scorning to shelter themselves from the impend- 
ing storm, by submission to lawless power, &c. 
&e. held several detached meetings, in each of 
which the individual sentiments were, “ that the 
cause of Boston was the cause of all; that their 
destinies were indissolubly connected with those 
of their eastern fellow-citizens; and that they 
must either submit to all the impesitions which 
aa unprincipled, and to them an unrepresented, 
parliament might impose, or support their bre- 
thren who are doemed to sustain the first shock 
of that power, which, if successful there, would 
ultimately overwhelm all in the common  calami- 
ty. Conformably to these principles, Col. Adam 
Alexander, through solicitation, issued an order 
to each Captain’s Company in the county of 
Mecklenburg, (then comprising the present coun- 
ty of Cabarrus) directing each inilitia company to 
elect two persons, and delegaie to them ample 
power to devise ways and means to aid and assist 
their suffering brethren in Boston, and alsv gene- 
, yally to adopt measures to extricate themselves 
-from the impending storm, and to secure, unim- 
paired, their inalienable rights, privileges and li- 
berties from the dominant grasp of British impo- 
sition and tyranny. 

In conforming to said Order, on the 19th of 
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May, 1775, the said delegation met in 

vested with unlimited scarane at whieh oe 
ficial news, by express, arrived of the battle- £ 
Lexington on that day of the preceding fadutk 
Every delegate felt the value and importance of 
the prize, and the awful and solemn crisis whic| 
had arrived—every bosom swelled with indi “i 
tion at the malice, inveteracy, and insatiable re. 
venge developed in the late attack at Lex 4 
The universal sentiment was—let us not flatter 
ourselves that popular harangues—or regolyes. 
that popular vapour will avert the storm, or tote 
quish our common enemy—let us deliberate—let 
us calculate the issue--the probable resuit: and 
then let us act with energy as brethren leagued 
to preserve our property—our lives,—apd what 
is still more endearing, the liberties of America, 
Abraham Alexander was then elected Chairman 
and John M‘nitt Alexander, Clerk. Aftera free 
and full discussion of the various objects for which 
the delegation had been convened, it was unani. 
mously Ordained— 


1. Resolved, That whatsoever directly or indi- 
rectly abetted, or in any way, form, or manner, 
countenanced, the unchartered and dangerous ™ 
vasion of our rights, as claimed by Great Britain, 
is an enemy to this country,—to America,—and to 
the inherent and inalienable rights of may. 


2. Resolved, That we, the citizens of Mecklen. 
burg county, do hereby dissolve the political 


Country, and hereby absolve ourselves from all 
allegiance to the British Crown, and abjure all 
political connection, contract, or association with 
that Nation, who have wantonly trampled on our 
rights and liberties—and inhumanly shed the in: 
nocent blood of American patriots at Lexington. 

3. Resolved, That we do hereby declare our. 
selves a free and independent people; are, and 
of right ought to be, a sovereign and self-govern- 
ing association, under the control of no’ power 
other than that of our God and the General Go- 
vernment of the Congress: to the maintenance of 
which independence, we solemnly pledge to each 
other our mutual co-operation, our lives, our for- 
tunes, and onr most sacred honor. 

4, Resolved, That, as we now acknowledge the 
existence and control of no law or legal officer, ci- 
vil or military, within this county, we do hereby 
ordain and adopt, as a rule of life, all, each, and 
every of ovr former laws—wherein, nevertheless, 
the crown of Great Britain never can be consi- 
dered asholding rights, privileges, immunities, or 
authority therein. 

5. Resulved, That it is also further decreed, that 
all, each, and every military officer in this county 
is hereby reinstated to his former command and 
authority, he acting conformably to, these regula- 
tions. And that every member present of this 
delegation shall henceforth be a civil officer, viz: 
a Justice of the Peace, in the character of a ‘ Com- 
mittee man,’ to issue process, hear and determine 
all matters of controversy, according to said adopt- 
ed laws, and to preserve peace, and union, and 
jharmony, in said county; and to use every ex- 
'ertion to spread the love of eountry and fire of 
| freedom throughout America, until a more gene- 
'ral and organized government be established in 
i this provinee, : 

A number of by-laws were also added, merely 
(to protect the as?ociation from confusion and to 








iregulate their general conduct as citizens. After 
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bands which have connected us to the Mothe;: 
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Vor. VII.) 
sitting in the courthouse all night, neither sleepy, 


-y, of fatigued, and after discussing every 
pon adn ches Were all passed, sanctioned, and 
‘decreed, unanimously, about 2 o’clock, A. M. 
May 20. In afew days, a deputation of said de- 
legation convened, when captain James Jack, of 
Charlotte, was deputed as express to. the Con- 
gress at Philadelphia, with a copy of said resolves 
and proceedings, together with a letter addressed 
to our three representatives, VIZ. Richard Caswell, 
Wm Hooper, and Joseph Hughes, under express 
injunction, personally, and through the state re- 
presentation, to use all possible means to have 
said proceedings sanctioned and approved by the 
general Congress. On the return of captain Jack, 
the delegation learned that their proceedings 
were individually approved by the members of 
Congress, but that it was deemed premature to 
lay them before tae house. A joint letter from 
said three members of Congress was also receiv- 
ed, complimentary of the zeal in the cotmmon 
cause, and recommending perseverance, order, 
ard energy. ee 

The =, harmony, unanimity, and ex- 
ertion, in the cause of liberty and independence, 
evidently resulting from these regulations, and 
the continued exertion of said delegation, appa- 
rently tranquillized this section of the state, and 
met with the concurrence and high approbation 
of the Council of Safety, who held their sessions 
at Newbern and Wilmington, alternately, and who 
confirmed the nomination and acts of the delega- 
tion in their official capacity. 

From this delegation originated the Court of 
Enquiry of this county, who constituted and held 
their first session in Charlotte; they then held 
their meetings regularly at Charlotte, at colonel 
James Harris’s, and at colonel Phifer’s, alternately 
one week at each place. It was a civil court 
founded on military process. Before, this judica- 
ture all suspicious persons were made to appear, 
who were formally tried, and banished or conti- 
aued under guard. Its jurisdiction was as unli- 
mited as toryism, and its decrees as final as the 
confidence and patriotism of the county. Seve- 
ral were arrested and brought before them from 
Lincoln, Rowan, and the adjacent counties. 

[The foregoing is a true copy of the papers on 
the above subject, left in my hands by John Mat- 
thew Alexander, deceased. I find it mentioned 
on file that the original book was burned in April, 
1800; that a copy of the proceedings was sent to 
Hugh Williamson, in New York, then writing a 
history of North Carolina, and that a copy was 
sent to general W. R. Davies. 

J. M‘KNITT.]) 


The following Royal Proclamation was com- 
municated at the same time, and is published as 
a curiosity: 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

By his Excellency Josiah Martin, his Majesty’s Cap- 
tain General, and Governor in Chief of the said 
Province, Ee. Ec. Ke. 

A PROCLAMATION, 

Whereas the King, ever anxious for the welfare 
and happiness of all his people, and sensible to 
the representations which have been constantly 
made to him of the steady and unshaken loyalty, 
and of the inviolable fidelity and attachment of 
his faithful subjects in this province to his person 
and government, and confiding entirely in their 
tepeated assurances to his Majesty of their own 
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utmost exertions in co-operation with his arms 
whenever they should be directed to their sup- 
port: And whereas his Majesty, moved by these 
considerations, and by every the most tender and 
paternal feeling of concern and re for the 
sufferings and misery of his faithful people, under 
the intolerable yoke of arbitrary. power, which his 
Majesty, with indignation, sees imposed by the 
tyranny of the rebel Congress upon his free- 
subjects, hath been pleased to send an army to 
their aid and relief—I have therefore, thought it 
proper, by this proclamation; to inform his Ma- 
jesty’s loyal and faithful subjects in this province, 
of this great proof and instance of his Majesty’s 
gracious attention to them, and at. the same time 
to advertise them that the royal army under the 
command of lieutenant general earl Cornwallis is 
thus far advanced to their support, leaving it to 
themselves to compute its power and superiorit 
from the great, signal, and complete victory whi 

it obtained when in force very inferior to its pre- 
sent strength, over the rebel army on the 16th of 
August: And whereas, while his Majesty, on the 
one hand, holds forth grace and mercy to his 
deluded subjects who shall immediately, and with 
good faith, return to their duty, to which they 
have been invited in vain, by every reason and 
argument, and by every consideration. of interest, 
of freedom, and happiness, he is determined, on 
the other, to employ, in the most vigorous and ef- 
fectual manner, the force of lis arms, and the 
united strength of his faithful people, to restore 
and maintain to them that genuine liberty, peace, 
and prosperity, which they formerly enjoyed in 
such full security under the mild government and 
protection of Great Britain, and to compel the 
disobedient to submission to the laws, and to a 
participation of those blessings of a freé constite- 
tion, which, through ignorance, infatuation, delu- 
sion, blindness, and fraud, they have been hitherto 
led to resist, notwithstanding his Majesty’s most 
gracious and merciful endeavors to reclaim them. 
a thus signified to the King’s loyal and 
faithful subjects the arrival and progress of his 
Majesty’s army to their aid and support, which 
they have so long and eagerly wished for, it be- 
comes my duty to remind them tlrat_the time is 
now arrived in which they are to evince the.sin- 
cerity of their professions of loyalty and attach- 
ment to his Majesty’s person and government; 
they are to consider themselves in this hour most 
seriously and solemnly called upon by every duty 
of the subject to the sovereign, and by every tie 
and consideration of family, liberty, and property, 
of present and future welfare and interest, with 
heart and hand, to join and unite their strength 
with that of his Majesty’s forces, in order to de- 
liver themselves from that intolerable yoke of 
slavery aid arbitary power, (which the tyranny 
of the rebel Congress, lost to every sense of 
truth and virtue, is evidently aiming to rivet upon 
them, by calling in the aid of the two Roman 
Catholic powers of France and Spain, whose po- 
licy and incessant labor it has been for a to 
subvert the civil and religious liberties of man- 
kind,) and to restore themselves to that ‘state of 
perfect freedom which is acknowledged through- 
out the world to be found oaly in the envied 
rights and condition of British subjects: ° 


And whereas I have entire confidence, that it 
is the wish, inclination, and ardent desire of his 








Majesty’s faithful and loyal subjects in this pro- 
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vince, to employ their strength on this great oc 
casion, for the redemption of every thing that 
can be dear to men, in the way that is likely most 
effectually and certainly to accomplish the great 
objects of peace and bappiness which they have 
in view: I do hereby exhort and invite all the 
young and able-bodied men to testify the reality 
of their loyalty and spirit, by enlisting in the Pro- 
vincial Corps, which are forthwith to be raised 
and put under my command, as his majesty’s 
governor of the province, hereby informing anc 
ussuring them that they are and will be required 
to serve only during the rebellion, and within the 
provinces of North and South Carolina and Vir- 
ginia, under officers of their own recommenda. 
tion; that each man will receive the bounty of 
three guineas at the time of enlisting, and all the 
pay, clothing, appointments, allowances, and en- 
couragements of soldiers of his majesty’s army; 
and will be entitled, at the end of the rebellion, 
when they are to be discharged, to free grants of 
jand. And I have such full assurance that his 
majesty’s loyal and faithful subjects of this pro- 
vince will so clearly see the propriety and neces- 
sity of forming their strength upon this plan, 
wliich experienee hath proved can alone render it 
useful and effectual, to the speddy suppression of 
the tyranny: which has for years past deprived 
them of every blessing, right, and enjoyment of 
life, that lam confident their honest zeal will 
lead them to contend und vie wih each other in 
filling the respective battalions in which they 
shall chuse to enlist, from a just sense of the 
merit and applause that will be due to such as are 
soonest completed. 

Given under my hand, and the Great Seal of 
the said Province, at Hea Quarters, in Char- 
tottetown, this third day of October, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred 
und eighty, and in the twentieth year of his 
majesty’s reign. 

JO. MARTIN. 
By his excellency’s command: 
Riépven Brice, P. sec’y. 
God save the king! 





From the Boston Centinel. 
SCOTCH LITERATURE, counts, ke. 

A correspondent has favored us with a Ietter 
from an American young gentleman, now in Scot- 
jand, from which we have made the following ex- 
tracts: 

& Edinburgh, December 13, 1818. 

“ There is onefeature which distinguishes this 
city from all other plices I have ever visited, and 
which is too obvious to escape the most superfi 
cial ebserver—I mean its literary character. To 
a stranger it is not very manifest at first to what 
Edinburgh owes its prosperity. A city of more 
than one hundred thousand inhabitants, with little 
or no commerce, aud no manufactories, and not 
possessing the advantages of being the seat of the 
legislative government, may be considered as id 
ther an anomaly in any country, and especially in! 
a country whose inhabitants have been prover-| 
pially styled a nation of shop-keepers. Upon a} 
nearer view he will find that all this prosperity is | 

edependent almost entirely on the celebrity of its| 
civil and literary institutions, So little isthe com- | 
mercial character known here that there ts no 
xchange ior the transaction of public business, 
ner any thing answering to it in town, and the on- 
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ly reason is, there are no merehants, 1 

the curiosity to listen to the convient ae 
small collections of people in the most publie 
streets, you will more commonly find it turnin 
upon some literary topic instead of the price + 
stocks, or the state of the markets, as you would 
expect in similar situations in other cities. The 
Courts of law and the University are the centres 
around which, and in reference to which, eve , 
thing moves in Edinburgh. Almost all the legal 
business in Scotland is transacted in the metrop- 
olis, which brings a vast concourse of people to 
the city in term time. There is a brilliant con. 
stellation of eminent pleaders at present at the 
Scottish bar, at the head of which is the celebra- 
ted Francis Jeffrey, the reputed-editor of the Ed- 
inburgh Review. 1 had the pleasure of listening 
to his eloquence a few days since in a splendid 
speech of two hours and a_half in length. His 
manner is extremely veliement and forcible, and 
his rapidity of speech exceeds every thing I ever 
heard; yet it is not hurried; and his language has 
all the eloquence and perspicuity which we find 
in his written composition. His eloquence is not 
of that class which is addressed principally to the 
passions. He is said seldom to draw tears from 
a jury, and yet he has brought off more criminals, 
that ought to have been hanged. than any advo- 
cate atthe bar. Jeffrey’s great fort in this seems 
to be in involving the arguments of his opponents 
in such a complete labyrinth of sophistry, as to 
make light darkness and darkness light, and there- 
by bewilder and confound the judgment. 

“ The lectures in the University commenced 
early in November—1779 students have already 
matriculated. They are from every quarter of 
the globe, and-among them are about twenty-five 
Americans, mostly from the southern states. Be- 
sides these, there are many students who resort 
here tor the purposes of education, who do not 
attend the University. There are in Edinburgh 
no less than fifteen_private lecturers on medicine, 
and its auxiliary branches, many of whom are 
more distinguished than the Cullege Professors, 
and more numerously attended. The names of 
Barclay, Murray, Fyfe, &c are well known to the 
scientific and medical world.” ' 





Savannah, April 20 —During the sitting of the 
superior court for the county of Effingham, Jona- 
than Evers, was tried and found guilty of the 
murder of Jones. The murder was committed in 
January last. Evers being put to the bar, judge 
Berrien pronounced the following sentence, of 
which we have been furnished with a copy, and 
conceive it well worth the perusal of every one. 
We publish it with pleasure—not on account of 
its being the death warrant of a fellow-creature, 
but because it displays genius and eloquence. 
The style of the sentence, affords conclusive evi- 
dence that judge Berrien must have warmly felt 
the strict correctness of the sentiments to which 
he gave such elegant and impressive expression. 

[.dmerican, 
THE STATE, 2 
28. > MURDER. 

JONATHAN EVERS.§ 
The prisoner having been put to the bar, and 
the indictment and verdict of the jury having 
been read, it was demanded from him, if he had 
aught to say why the sentence of the law should 





not now be pronounced against him, and having 
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- who could listlessly stand by and witness, without 
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answered that he had not, the following sentence 
was thereupon pronounced by the court: 

Prisoner/—I.am requested to alnounce to you 

the sentence which the law awards against the 
marderer. By a jury of your country, you have 
been convicted-of murder by implied malice—of 
shedding the blood of a fellow creature without 
sufficient provocation; under circumstances which 
manifest, in the language of the law, an abandon. 
ed and malignant heart—In the performance of 
this awfu! duty, there is imposed upon me the 
further obligation of endeavoring to awaken you 
toa true sense of your miserable situation. Ex- 
hausted by the fatigue of your trial, I feel how 
unequal Fam to the task; but I will not therefore 
shriak from the effort to discharge it. Listen 
with the humility which becomes you, to the re. 
volting story of your crime. Strive to bring your 
feelings into subjection to_ the: soleinn duties 
which now await you. Penitentially cast your. 
self before the mercy of Heaven and seek, through 
the mediation of the Redeemer, the forgiveness 
of that crime which has already hurried you to 
the verge of an awful eternity. 

You are young—would that I could add, you 
are innocent. The bloom of youth still plays up- 
on your cheek—would that 1 could add, the con- 
sciousness of rectitude beams from your counte- 
nance. But it may not be. ‘The sad reality is 
before me, and even in your youthful visage 1 
behold the deep, indelible impressions, with 
which guilt ever marks her fallen victims. Alas! 
‘what is man? The child of error—the sport of 
every furions passion—a helpless vessel on the 
tempestuous ocean of life, without a rudder to 
guide it from the shoals and quicksands of vicg. 
Such is the wretched condition of him, who mad- 
ly refused to yield himself to reason’s guidance 
Such‘is your miseralsle lot for having, in one sin- 
ful moment, blindly given yourself up to passion’s 
dictates. 

When I retrace the story of your guilt, I am 
constrained anxiously to inquire, by what dread- 
ful infatuation’you were led to the commission of 
this awful crime. The deceased was your rela- 
tive—the companion of your vouth—your friend 
No previous resentment inflamed you against each 
other. You met on this fatal day of guilt and 
crime, and the smile of good will dwelt on your 
countenances. Even your early wrangling: was 
marked with the characteristics of friendly strife. 
You inquired in atone of surprise, why he was 
angry with you. He answered in the language of 
friendship, by reproving the turbulence of dispo- 
sition which you have manifested, but rather in 
pity than in anger. Ah! if a considerate hamani- 


ty had influenced those around you—if they had } 


been tender of that blood, which may not be shed 
without the most atrocious guilt, in unlawful: 
strife, I should have been spared the melancholy 
task which is this day demanded at my hands. 1 
would not for uncounted millions, have the feel- 
ings of that man who could fan the flame, nay 


one kindly effort to allay its fury, the rising of 
that demonical passion, under the impulse of which 
an inconsiderate youth has been plunged into 
such a sea of guilt and crime, as that through 
which you have buffetted. But you did plunge 
iuto its awful wave. Dupe of the criminal folly 
of those around you—victim of your own lawless 
and ungoverned passions—you forgot the claims 
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mandate of the God who gave you being. You 
seized the concealed and deadly instrument 6f 
your vengeance—secretly, under cover of the 
night, bared its point against your foe, and by its 
reiterated —— into his unprotected bosom, 
marked the fell purpose which possessed your 
soul. The deed of death was done. Would that 
I could say, under the mere impulse of wild but 
momentary passion. It may not be. 

Your satiated fury betrayed the deliberate ma- 
lignity, with which you had sought to gratify the 
resentment, so suddenly lighted up in your bo- 
som. You closed the fatal instrument of your 
vengeance—with an effort at secrecy, favored by 
the shades of night. and which escaped the gene- 
ral observation, cast it from you-—and then, in the 
bold but desperate and infatuated denial of* your 
crime, sought the concealment of your guilt. 
‘The instrument of your vengeance was found. 
The life blood of your fallen foe- was gushing 
fromthe wounds it had inflicted. But the demon 
which had impelled you to. murder, now prompt- 
ed you to take refuge in falsehood. You sought 
to deepen the gloom which shrouded the death- 
bed of your hapless victim, by charging him with 
the crime of intended murder; of having first 
used against you an instrument of death. £ can- 
not wish that this accusation wete true. I am 
constrained to say, there is not the slightest pro- 
bability that it was so. Every particular of this 
direful transaction, pronounces it foul and slander- 
ous—the desperate refuge of desperate guilt. 
Much as it enhances your crime, and litle as I 
delight in the contemplation of human depravity, 
1 rejoice (hat it is so. The hapless victim of your 
vengeance sleeps in the tomb, hurried by your 
lawless~hand to his dread account. ‘To vou, 
guilty as you are, time is yet allowed to make 
your peace with Heaven. O!-do not spend it in 
the continued indulgence of those passions which 
have thus early blasted your earthly happiness. 
Do not, I conjure you, waste it in unavailing 
hopes of mercy from this miserable, world, whence 
you are too surely hastening. Look rather with 
the anxious svlicitude which sincere penitence ' 
alone can inspire, to that Divine mercy which is 
never sought with contrition, and sought in vain. 
Look to the transactions. of your-past fife. Shrink 
not from the review of your crimes: Delay not 
the fervent penitence, which can alone effect. 
them! 

Do you want an additional motive for repent- 
ence? Seek and ftnd it in the unutterable an- 
guish of parental grief—an anguish excited by 
your crimes—incapable of this overpowering mo- 
ment of all other consolation, but that which 





your penitence shall afford. Behold tne tears of 
your aged parents! They are the silent reproach- 
es which are extorted,from bosoms, burstmg with 
agony, over the recollection of the crimes of him 
to whom they have given. being. They tell you 
of the head-strong obstinacy of your child-hood 
—of the idle profligacy of your youth—of the 
fruits of their rejected admonitions, in the me- 
lancholy catastrophe which has thus early closed 
your sad career. They point to the grey locks, 
which age has bleached with the symbol of honor 
—which you have covered with dishonor and 
shame—while they yet hover around your prison, 
| ministering to you with a tenderness, which even 
your guilt cannot extinguish, their fixed and me- 
lancholy gaze is turned. to the darksome path, 





of humanity, the ties of kindred, the emphatic 


which your crimes have marked out for their 
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descent, in sorrow to the grave. ‘To such an ap- 
peal, you cannot, you will not, be insensible. No. 
Nature will assert her rights in your bosom. 
Filial duty will lead you in penitence to the 
footstool of the Redeemer. His mercy will yet 
snatch your immortal spirit from that awful eter. 
nal perdition, which is the just but terrible doom 
of unrepented murder 

Miserable young man! We must part. It re 
— only, that 4 pronounce the sentence of the 

w— 

It is considered and ordered by the court, that 
you, Jonathan tvers, be re-committed to the 
common jail of the county of Chatham (there 
being no sufficient gaol in the county of Effing 
ham) for safe and secure custody—that you be 
taken from thence to the place of public execu- 
tion in the country of Effingham, and there, on 
Friday, the twenty-eighth day of May next, be- 
tween the hours of ten o’clock in the morning, 
and two o’clock in the afternoon of that aay, that 
you be hung by the neck until you are dead—and 
may Almighty God have mercy on your soul. 





The president of the Berkshire Agricultural 
Socicty has published the following letter, ad- 
dressed to him by general John Armstrong, on 
the subject of the Canada thistle: 

Red Hook, April 27, 1819. 

Srr,—Finding by a publication under your sig- 
nature, as president of the Agricultural Society 
of Berkshire, that it is a desideratuin with that 
body to discover “ the means of extirpating the 
Canada thistle in an economical way, practicable 
to farmers in general,” I have thought it would 
not be improper to give you the result of my ex- 
perience on that head—without, however, wish- 
ing to be considered a candidate for your pre- 
mium. 

‘Three years ago a laborer pointed out to mea 
piece of ground on my farm, covered with the 
Canada thistle. He was unable to suggest any 
means of killing it, but remarked, that it might 
be kept from spreading by heaping and burning 
upon it buck-wheat or other straw. As this me- 
thod was but palliative, I pursued another, and 
this was, to pour slowly upon it the fish, beef, 
and pork pickle of my winter provisions. Ina 
few days there was not an appearance of vegeta- 
tion of any kind on the earth to which the pickle 
had been applied, and from that day to this the 
thistles have not re-appeared. 

While thinking on this subject, I had determin- 
ed (had the pickle failed).to try apple pummace, 
spread thinly over the thistles—knowing that ma- 

_Jic acid would destroy the most vigorous and top- 
rooted plants. : 

Lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient, hum- 
bie servant, JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

Thomas Melville, jr esq. 





From the Nasivville Clarion. 
RED RIVER. 

A gentleman immediately from exploring the 
lands on the waters of Red River, gives the follow- 
ing sketch, extracted from a letter wrote toa 
friend, who requested information of him. 

“ | regret that I cannot comply generally with 
your request.’ From the cursory view I have 
been able to take of the country, I have satisfied 
myself that too much cannot be said of the soil, 
climate, situation, and natural advantages of the 
district on ted River, and its tributary streams, 
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It affords a 


netvams - latitude of 33 and 36. 
soil and climate that embraces all the 

the Union (except sugar) to the pyr 
tion. - It contains more real first rate cultivatable 
land than any one of the western states: the dot- 
toms, aud what may be termed low grounds fyp 
509 miles above the great raft on Ked River ate 
on an average 10 miles wide, and I have seen few 
spots with any traces of an overflow. This tract 
of land is in places covered with valuable timber 
of very fittle undergrowth, and other places the 
most beautiful prairies. As far as I have seen, 
the prairies are surrounded with the best kind 
of timber; and, in fact, better than any prairie 
country I have seen, either on the Ohio or Mis- 
sissippl. The land back from tiese bottoms af- 
ford a variety of soil for many miles, a great pro. 
portion very good and interspersed with beautiful 
rich prairies, and especially on the west of the 
main river, and on the south of Sulphur Fork — 
The branch empties in a short distance above the 
great raft, and has for about 500 miles, as good 
land as there is in the United States. 

No section of the Union of an equal extent can 
boast of so many advantages. As to the grand 
raft, it is' more a bug-bear than a reality, as it is a 
fact that large vessels passed it every month last 
year, and with a very small expense it can be ren- 
dered navigable at all times. The country is 
settling fast, as the prospect of gain is such that 
emigration cannot be stopped. . Last year there 
were only about 100 families on Red River above 
the raft; now there are more than 800, and from 
the best information I can obtain, there are ten 
thousand acres planted in corn, which will, in alt 
probability produce four hundred thousand bush- 
els of grain: this of itself will ensure an abundant 
supply of emigrants, and pork to any amount may 
be engaged at five dollars a hundred. Persons 
emigrating who can conveniently drive horses 
and cattle, are advised to do so, as most of the 
emigrants come by water and have to supply 
themselves from the stock in the country. A 
better stock country there is not in the universe, 
Lexpect. itis generally well watered, and in 
many places are valuable mill seats: the general 
course of Red River is a little south of east; that 
of Sulphur Fork east; Little River, about 250 miles 
above the raft, about 300 miles navigable, course 
south of west, heads in the Arkansas mountains. 

I have no doubt that Red River and its branches 
will be capable of affording, in ten years, more 
strength and wealth than all the Mississippi and 
Missouri country above the 33d degree of latitude. 
Very valuable salines and beds of iron ore are 
found in abundance, aud I huve no doubt but cop- 
per and the precious metals will be found. Asto 
the inhabitants, they are not such as generally 
settle new countries—they are moral and indus- 
trious, and mostly belong to the Methodist church, 
the preachers of which society (six in number,) 
are of unimpeachable character. No section of 
the Union can boast of more order. 

tna commercial point of view, this country 
will have more advantages than any other west of 
the Mississippi; as there will be a trade with the 
Spaniards in the neighborhood of the mines of 
Santa Fe, &c. the distance is much less than is 
generally imagined, and the country a level dry 
plain—down Red River will at all times be a good 
market, and if the supply be greater than the de- 
mand on that stream, New Orleans may be fur- 
nished at a season of the year when the Ohio and 
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° Mississippi are frozen up, and that is the season 


roduce generally bears the best price, 
ect 34 "aah favorable to ship to the islands. 
"here can be no doubt but the government will 
foster this settlement—it is at present unauthor- 
ized and the settlers without title, but it is un. 
derstood that the indian title will be extinguished 
this fall by governor Clark, and the land, as soon 
as it can be, brought imto market. Interest and 
policy require this to be done; the settlement is 
on an exposed frontier, where the United States 
are as vulnerable as any where else, and where 
supplies, &c. in case of war, will be very much 
needed, and even in case an enemy should invade 
‘New Orleans in the winter season, when no as- 
sistance could be obtained from the Ohio or Mis- 
sissippi settlements, because of the streams being 
frozen up; an efficient force could be moved from 
Red River for its support. , : 

The last war was near proving this argument; 
it was a providential and unlooked for rise in the 
waters of Cumberland and Ohio rivers, and the 
pleasant weather, that enabled general Carroll 
and general Thomas to reach New Orleans in time 
to save it. 





SINGULAR EXPLOSION. 

London, March 18.—We copy the article from 
another paper. In medicinal annals, and still 
more in common tradition, we have instances nar- 
rated of drunkards falling a prey to spontaneous 
combustion. To ridicule the extravagance to 
which this opinion has been carried, is probably 
the foundation of this jew d’espiit; but there may 
be also.a hit intended at medic! evidence in -the 
cases of coroner’s inquests, and at the returns of 
we jury. . 

“On Monday fortnight, a coroner’s inquest was 
held in Broad street, St. Giles’s before Wm. Gell, 
Esq. one of the two c,roners of the county of 
Middlesex, on the bouy of Patrick Roper, an 
irish labourer, who had met has death in a very 
singular manner. 

** Molly Ropet, wife to the deceased, deposed, 
that for many years back her husband had been in 
the habit of drinking whiskey at a very great ex- 
tent: that at the end of every week, on receiving 
his wages, he retired to a public house, and re- 
mained there till his money was exhausted. That 
about 12 o’clock on the Saturday night, he re- 
turned home as usual, very inebriated. That this 
deponent was then in bed, and desired her hus- 
band to blow out the candle. That the deceased 
raised the candle to his head for that purpose: 
immediately a tremencous explosion took place, 
and the whole room seemed filled with liquid fire. 
That this deponent fainted, and knows not what 
afterwards took place. 

“Henry Thomson, surgeon, deposed, that about 
twelve months ago, he was called to attend the 
deceased, for a hurt which he received in his leg. 
That he found the constant habit of drinking 
whiskey had reduced the deceased to a deplorable 
habit of body. That the wound in consequence 
still continued open. That yesterday morning he 
called as usual, to visit the deceased, and found 
the house in a state of great disorder. That on 
entering the apartment of the deceased, a most 
shocking sight presented itself. That the two 
hind quarters of the deceased had been thrown 

with great violence against the opposite walls. 
That his ribs were scattered round the room. 


That one arm, with the shoulder was on the top| 
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of a chest of drawers; the other seemed to have 
been projected on the bed, and was lying behind 
it. That his head was not in the room, but, that 
there wasa hole in the ceiling through which it 
appeared to have passed. The deponent further 
said, that he had no doubt whatever, but that the 
deceased came by his death in consequence of his 
system being so saturated with alcohol, or spirits, 
as to render his breath inflammable; and that, at- 
tempting to: blow out the candle, he must have 
taken fire and exploded. That during his atten- 
dance on the deceased, he had observed the whis- 
key had so pervaded his frame that flies in alight- 
ing on his hand, or attempting to fly over hun, 
fell intoxicated at his feet. Mr. Thompson, like- 
wise stated, that many instances of a similar death 
are mentioned in the medical books, but the only 
case of (he kind which had ever come within his 
personal knowledge, was during the’ Peninsula 
war, where an officer’s wife, exploded, in conse- 
quence of having’ drank a considerable quantity 
of gunpowder in tea. 

“Lawrence Meagher deposed, that his wife and 
he occupied the room immediately over the de- 
ceased; that late on Saturday night, the’ bed in 
which they were sleeping was raised with such 
violence as to throw them out on the floor, one at 
each side. That, to their great horror and amaze- 
ment they found on raising the feather bed, a hu- 
man head, forced through the paillasse. That the 
neck where it had been torn from the shoulders 
was still bleeding. That the eyes continued to 
open and shut, and that the teeth still chattered. 
That upon regarding it attentively, they recog- 
nized the features of their poor friend Patricic 
Roper. 

“ The jury, summoned from the neighborhood 
brought in «a verdict of—*Died by imprudentiy 
blowing out a candle after getting comfortably 
drunk.’ ” 

From the Cork Intelligencer, of March 27, 

Ancient Medal--Some months since, several 
Letters appeared in our paper respecting the 
translation of the Hebrew characters of this Me-— 
dal, in the possession of Mr. George Corlett. 
The Correspondent of Wednesday last states. — 

‘** That a fac similie of the Medal was taken as 
soon as the inscription on it was found to be in 
Hebrew characters; and copies of it were sent 
tothe Universities of the United Kingdom, as 
well as to Several individuals of reputation as An- 
tiquaries. No doubt seems to exist that the o- 
ver'se of this medal bears a representation: of the 
Head of Civist; but the same unanimity of opin- 
‘ion does not prevail respecting the accurate 
meaning of the inscription. The tollowing trans- 
lations of the Hebrew characters are prefixed to 
a short memoir of this antique Medal, relating 
to the circumstances connected with the finding 
of it, and the methods taken for exploring its 
designation and meaning, compiled and edited 
by the Rev. Thomas R. England. This small 
‘tract does credit to the modesty and intelligence 
of the author. ; 

Translation of the characters by Dr. Barrett, 
Vicc Provost of Trinity College, Dublin: 

“ Messiah, the King, came in peace; and being 
made the light of (or from) maz, liveth.” The 
four letters on the obverse, signify “ the Lord 
Jesus ” 

Translation of the same by the Rev. Dr. Quar- 
ry, Rector of Mary Shandon, Cork: 
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“ Messiah reignéth; he came in a state of 
tenominy; on this day he hath arisen, (his) blood 
hath been shed, he liveth’? he three letters 
in front of the face on the medal mean Jesu. The 
Jetter (Aleph) importing one, is the date from 
the latest event respecting Christ recorded in the 
inscription, namely, the resurrection or ascension. 

Translation of the same, by the Rev. Dr. Hales, 
Rector of Killesandra, in the country of Cavan: 

«“ The Lord Jesus”’—* Ciirist, the King, came 
- peace, and the light from the man was_ made 

ife.” 

Translation of the same by the Rev. Edward 
Hincks, Fellow of Trinity College, Dubin. 

“Christ, the King, came in pesce, and the 
light from man became life;” or, ‘* from sinful 
man, liveth.” 





Christmas at St. Petersburg and Miscow.—At 
Christmas, the Russians lay in their winter stock 
of provisions; a great market is held on the ice 
of the Nava, where cnormous quantities of pro 
Fisions are brought from the further extremity of 
the empire to find purchasers, which their home 
consumption does not afford the:a. Such are tie 
immense stores of provisions collected at this 
Christmas mart, that, even by a moderate calcu- 
lation, they are estimated at Upwards of two 
thirds of what are consumed duiing the five suc 
ceeding winter months, 

‘To form some notion of this singular spectacle, 
the reader must picture to himseli from 15 to 
20,000 oxen, frozen and piled up in heaps, and 
some hundred thousand sheep rising in pyramids 
on the icey ‘fhe interstices are filled ap by mil- 
lions of poultry, whose bexutiful: plumage gives 
variety to the scene. ‘Phe pouitry and gaine are 


arranged.in festoons and wreaths, wiuist the || 


uniformity is broken by piles of egys, fish, and 
fruits. From whence comes this immense quan- 
tity of provisions, is a reflection which naturally 
arises, after the surprise of the first coup d’ «ii. 
The answer is, from ali quarters of the Russian 
empire: the veal from Archangel, 250 "leagues 
distant; the poultry from Cassa; the fisis from the 
Dwine or Volgu, at.a distance of between three 
and four hundred leagues. 

Such is the faciliy of communication during 
the winter season, that in spite of the enormous 
distance between the various places of production 
and the market, the price of provisions is ex- 
tremely moderate; a pound of becf costs about 
three pence, a pound of murtten two pence, a 
goose fifteen pence, anda hare the same price. 
"his market lasts four days, and is held on a 
space hulf a league in length, and the provisiuns, 
heaped up in the manner‘above described, forin 
several sirects, according to the quantity collect- 
ed 





Animal affection and gratitude — London -pa- 
per relates the following occurrence: 

A party of a ship’s crew being sent a shore on 
a part of the coast of India for the purpose of 
cutting wood for the ship, one of tne men, having 
strayed from the resi, was greaily frightened by 
the appearance of a large licness, who made 
towards him; but, on her coming to bin she lay 
down at ifs feet, and looked very earnestly, first 
at him, and then at a tree a little distance off 


After repeating her looks several times sie aro-e, |! 


and proceeded on towards the tree, looking back 
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several times seemingly wishing the man to fol. 
low her, which he dia: and, upon coming to the 
tree he looked up, ang perceived a huge baboon 
with two young cubs in his arms, which he Sup. 
posed were the hovess’s, as she crouched down 
like a cut, and seemed to eye them very stead. 
tastly; upon which the man, being afraid tu ascend 
the tree, bethought bimsclf to cut the tree down; 
and iaving his axe with him, he set to work. 
when the huness seemed more attentive to what 
he was doing; and, upon the tree falling, she 
sprung forward on the buboon, and after tearing 
him th pieces, she turned round and licked the 
cubs over and over again; after which ste turned 
to the man, who was greatly frightened at seein 
herin such a rage witn the baboon; but she came 
and fawned round him, rubbing her head agaust 
him in great fondness, and which seemed to 
show her gratitude for the services which he-had 
done herr she then went to the cubs, aud taking 
one of themup in her mouth, went away with it; 
and returning soon afterwards for the other, she 
went away with that also; when the man made 
the best of his way off to the shore where he 
was taken aboard, and did not get rid of his 
fright for some time after. 
re) 

LATEST FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 
Partial supplies of silver is furnisied to the 
| London bankers by the Bank of England; and as 
the value of gold over bank notes bad fallen, it 
was believed ti." some issucs of it might soon be 
made with “ safety.” 

The Catholics of England are said to amount 
to 590,000 persons; among whom are 9 peers and 
17 baronets., ‘Their spiritual government is vest- 
}ed in four superiors, called vicars apostolic, dee 
;puted by the pope. Each has his peculiar dis- 
ltrict. They have about 900 chapels in all, mostly 
erected within the last 25 years, 100 of which are 
in Lancashire, besides the private chapels of coun- 
try gentlemen. 

The British duke of Devonshire has given ten 
thousand dollars for the marble statue of Bona- 
parte’s mother. 

In Stockport a poor woman was lately sold, un- 
der an execution tor the satisfying of one of those 
extra church levies, so common now-a-days; and 
her Holy Bible was sold for three shillings, and 
purchased by a gentleman of that town, as a curi- 
osity counccted with the civilization of the 19th 
century. 

Mr. Sheriff Roberts, at ihe bar of the house, 
presenied a petition trom the corporation of Lon- 
don, complaining of the crowded state of the gaol 
lof Newgate, by the influx of Middlesex prisoners. 
'Mr. Alde:inan Wood stated that the crowded 
state of the goul was such, that 47 prisoners who 

were un:ler the sentence of death were confined 

m 15ceiis. It was a fact that 16 persons, con- 

victed of an infamous crime, were all confined in 
one room 

| Manheim, Warch 24.—Qur town was yesterday 
the theatre of a horrid scene of fanaticism. M. 
| Augustus de Kotzebue, whose literary celebrity 
! has even penetrated to Japan, has been assas- 
' sinated in fiis bed chamber. A student, or at 
!! feast an individual who had inscribed himself as 
jj such, on the register of the strangers at the Wem- 
i berg Inn, entered the apartment of M. de Kotze- 
' 
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bue, attacked him relative to his opinions and 
{} conduct, aad, after a short delay, and proposals 

















Vou. VIL] 


fora duel, which M. de Kotzebue probably re- 
fused, stabbed him four times with a poniard. M. 
de Kotzebue fell dead in the arms of his eldest 
daughter, who ran into the room on hearing the 
cries of her father. ‘The assassin quietly walked 
out of the house, knelt down in the street, and, 
raising his clasped hands to heaven, exclaimed 
Vivat Teutonia. Afterwards rising, he stabbed 
himself on the spot. The assistance which was 
administered to the assassin leaves even to-day 
some signs of life, but it is not thought that he 
can recover. The University diploma found up- 
on him states his name to be Sand; his .shirt is 
marked S.; but he had inscribed himself at the 
inn under the name of Heinrich. A billet was 
also found upon him, with another poniard, con 
taining the following words: “ The sentence of 
death of Augustus de Kotzebue, executed the 23d 
of March, 1819.” : 

The family of M. de Kotzebue are ina conster- 
natign which it is difficult to describe. He has 
lefbehind him fourteen children, the youngest 
only two months old. His son, who circumnavi 
gated the globe, is expected here to-morrow. 

The censorship of Frankfort has suppressed, in 
the Journal of this town, the passage relating to 
the paper thrown into the anti-chamber by the 
assassin, on which were written these words: 
** Sentence of death executed upon Augustus de 
Kotzebue, on the 23d of March, 1819.” This pa- 
per excites a suspicion that the author of the 
crinie is a member of a secret society. 

M. ce Kotzebue was only 58 years of age; but 
he commenced his literary career at 19; his health 
was impaired, and he looked older. He had just 
ceased his functions, as literary correspondent of 
his majesty the einperor Alexander, in Germany, 
- and was prepared to return to Russia, when he 
. was thus hurried to a premature grave.: 


Vienna, March 19.—Letters written direct from 
Constantinople, by persons worthy of confidence, 
leave no longer any doubts on the exaggeration 
of the first news which represented the Wecha- 
bits as entirely annihilated. 


London, April 3—For a considerable length of 
time persons interested in the Newfoundland 
fishery have sent in mémorials to government, 
complaining of the unfavorable state of their 
trade, and pointing out the impolicy of allowing 
the citizens of the United States any further pri- 
vileges on this subject, which, it is stated, would 
totally ruin the Newfoundland Fishery. ‘Yo these 
representations, Ministers, it is said, replied, 
that, if in the Commercial Treaty, which was 
then about to be arranged with America, such 
privilege should be granted, government, by way 
of bounty, would allow 3s per quintal on all fish 
cured at Newfoundland, which would produce 
about 250,0002. a year. The Treaty having been 
ecncluded, a deputation waited on the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, who, in conformity with 
what was before promised, agreed to allow the 
sum above mentioned. [ Courier. 

We have received this morning the Paris pa- 
pers of Wednesday last. 

In the Chamber of Peers, on the preceding 
day, the Duke de Cornegliano, one of the newly 
created Peers, took his sest. On the same day, 
the Marquis de Marhois submitted a proposition 

raying his Majesty to propose a law, substitut- 
ing some other punishment for that of exile, the 
execution ef the latter being impracticable, be- 
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cause there was no place where banished persons 
would be received. 


Gen. Gourgaud—Myr. Lambton, on the 2d ult. in 
the british House of Commons, brought forward a 
petition from gen. Gourgaud, at the request ofa 
distinguished foreigner, relating to the execution 
of the alien act of last year. The petition complains 
of illegal and unwarrantable oppression en the 
part of the English government, ihe seizute of the 
general’s papers, of unjustifiable crueities and 
personal barbarities Mr. L. hoped that these 
barbarities might be disproved to the honor of the 
country. 

in the course of the debate on this subject, sir 
G. Cockburn observed, that from what had been 
so emphatically urged as to the highrcharacter for 
fidelity of general Gourgaud, he thought it right 
to state something which he happened to know 
of that officer at St. Helena, where the general 
stated to him, that he had great reason to com- 
plain of that scoundrel grand marshal Bertrand, 
for so these persons were in the habit of speaking 
of each other. ‘The generat mentioned his ictpund 
of complaint. He said, that be had served in the 
army under Bonaparte in Russia, where he had so 
distinguished himself as to attract the favor of Na- 
poleon; but that when Napoleon abdicated, he 
felt himself released from his allegiance, and join- 
ed the army of the king. In that army he was 
favored with the patronage of the duke of Berry, 
through whom he obtained the cross of St. Louis 
—but yet that when Napoleon returned from El- 
ba, he immediately offered him his services, .in 
consequence of which Napoleon appointed him 
to a high command in the ordnance. On which 
he (Gourgaud) called upon Bertrand, to thank 
him, conceiving the appointment to be owing to 
that marshal’s recommendation. The marshal 
however, promptly undeceived him, observing, 
that he had no notion of recommending the ap, 
pointment of such Girouttes, [a laugh.] ‘Hence- 
Gourgaud complained of Bertrand, and upon his 
(sir G. C.) asking Gourgaud wherefore he had 
come to St. Helena, Gourgaud replied, “ from fi- 
delity to his sovereign.” tHe hoped that no one 
would suppose him (sir G. C.) likely to condemn 
any officer for fidelity, but as.to what degree of 
character for fidelity really belonged to general 
Gourgaud, the House could judge from the cir- 
cumstances which he had stated—{hear, and a 
laugh.] Asto the case alluded to on the other 
side, he did not exactly comprehend the allusion; 
but he could assure the honorable gentleman 
from whom it proceeded, that no such a case had 
happened with regard to any officer in the navy. 

Mr. Lambton, in reply, maintained, that how- 
ever it might have been lawful to arrest general 
Gourgaud, there was no law whatever to author- 
ize the seizure of his papers. As to the charac- 
ter of the general, it was rather strange, that if 
that character were so exceptionabl+ as some gen- 
tlemen would now insinuate, the general should 
have been admitted to an acquaintance with a mi- 
nister of the Crown, or how came he to dine with 
Lord Bathurst? With regard to the terms on 
which the allegation of Mr. Capper was spoken 
of, he begged that, in order to appreciate the 
character of that person, gentlemen would take 
the trouble of reading what referred to him in the 
report of the Police Committee of 1816. It would 
be ‘there seen that this Mr, Benjamin Capper 
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found his way into a gaming house, accompanied 
by other police officers; that he there appeared in 
uniform with a a drawn sword, and actually took 
away all the money on the table, for none of which 
he accounted. This appeared from the evidence 
of Mr. Nares, the magistrate, and after such evi- 
dence, he apprehended that no one would be 
found to put the credit of Capper in competition 
with that of general Gourgaud, or that of any 
other individual entitled to the least consideration. 
He therefore called upon the noble lord Castle- 
reagh, for the honor of his own government, to 
institute an inquiry into the merits of this petition, 
and not allow himself to be influenced by any de- 
sire to screen such a person as Mr. Capper. [: 
was said on the other side that general Gourgavd 
was, after his arrest, allowed to see his friends, 
but he could mention an instance in which the 
application of a gentleman for that purpose was 
absolutely refused. 

The petition was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 


Count Regnault, [de St. Jean d’Angely.J—This 
noted public character died in France, of the 
gout in his stomach, on the 8th March last, the 
day after be reached his ancient residence, af- 
ter nearly four years exile. 

Of late years the deceased filled an immense 
space in the politics in the French cabinet. Pos- 
sessing immense talents as a civilan, orator, and 
man of letters, be was caressed by Napoleon, and 
became his closest companion, and confidential 
minister. By the imperial kalander of 1809, we 
find that he was then secretary of state to the im 
perial family, president of the interior of the coun 
cil of state, procuring general of the high imperial 
court, member of the institute, and grand officer 
of the legion of honor. He sustained these, and 
the dignity of a peer, until the downfal of his mas- 
ter in 1814. He remained quiet in France until 
the return of Bonaparte from Elba, when the 
Jatter appointed him, with Caulipcourt, Bassano, 
Dufrimont, and Boulay, to digest and report a 
new organization of a constitutional government. 
He was the organ of the council of state, when 
they addressed Napoleon on his restoration, and 
was peculiarly abusive of the same Bourbons 
from whom he afterwards solicited and obtained 
a free pardon. After the battle of Waterloo, 
Count Regnault took a very active part in the nu- 
merous projects which were moved in the cham- 
ber of peers in consequence of that decisive 
event. When it was proposed to dissolve the le- 
gislative chambers, and establish a national as- 
sembly, he opposed it, remarking, that he wished 
to preserve as much of the existing authorities 
as possible. he executive authority alone, he 
said, was wanting; and he moved that an execu- 
tive council be sppointed—which was adopted 
unanimously. It was on his motion, too, that the 
appointment of the commissioners to apply for 
mercy to the allied. commanders, was adopted. 
The superintendancy of those extraordinary 
““Medleys of Philosophy Politics, and War,” the 
French bulletins, was committed to Count Reg 
nault; and he corrected that which announced 
the result of the battle of Waterloo, in the empe 
tor’s cabinet. Next to Maret, (Duke of Bassano, 
he was the first counsellor whom Bonaparte saw 
efter his rapid flight from Waterloo to Palac: 
Elysee. We bave before us an interesting ac. 





count of the whole conversation which took place 
at this trying scene. It was on this occasion that 
Regnault advised Bonaparte to take high groand 
assume the dictatorship, dissolve the chambers, 
and put himself at the head of the armed nation. 
“ It isthis, (he added) which alone will save ys.” 
Maret mH this advice with efféct, and Bona. 
parte replied to Regnault, “ No, no; I have re. 
commended a constitutional monarchy, and Pit 
stick to it. Convoke the ministers.” Lucien Bo- 
naparte joined Regnault in the recommendation; 
and on his brother’s decisive refusal he turned to 
his sectetary and exclaimed, “He has lost ‘his 
mind in the smoke of St. Jean.” 

On the second restoration of Louis XYTH. 
count Regnault, with thirty-seven others, were 
by a decree of the 24th July, 1815, ordered to 
quit Paris in three days; and afterwards, by a de- 
cree of the legislative chamber, ordered to leaye 
France, with the privilege of selling their proper. 
ty, or receiving the rent of it during their exile. 
He embarked from Holland for the United States 
and arrived in New. York in October, 1815. He 
was ordered to be tried, and not appearing, was 
outlawed in December, 1816. ‘The outlawry has 
since been revoked. In 1817 he was attacked 
with insanity, and confined in a hospital in New 
York, and afterwards sailed for Europe, where he 
arrived in August, 1817. In May, 1818, he peti. 
tioned the French house of Peers that they would 
interpose with the allied powers to grant him & 
comfortable residence. The peers passed to the 
order of the day on the application; but he was 
allowed a tranquil residence, and, obtaining. the 
pardon of the king, he had reached his beloved 
France only in season to lay his bones in her soil. 

{Boston Centinel. 


Copy of a letter from the lieut. governor of St. Luis 
de Punta, to the governor intendunt of the pro- 
vince of Cuyo. 

_ The city of St. Luis has this moment given a 
signal example of its heroism and fidelity, at the 
same time that the European Spaniards have pre- 
sented a spectacle of ingratitude and_barbarity 
truly horrible. About two hours ago the follow- 
ing named oflicers entered my house: brigadier 
general Ordonnez, colonel J. P. de Rivera An- 
tonio Mergado, heut. col. L. Morla, captain . 
Carretero and lieut. J. Burguillo, and after com- 
mon civilities they suddenly and spontaneously 
arose, and Cartatero, assuming the. office. of 
spckesman, addressed me to this effect; “ Well, 
you scoundrel; the moment is at length arrived 
when you perish. All South Americe is fallen, 
and you shall not now escape”—at which expres- 
sion Carretero, Burguillo and Rivera attacked 
me with poignards, and called upon the rest, to 
follow their example; I evaded their first assault, 
and retiring a few paces, reached an elevated 
position in the apartment, repelled them by in- 
flicting a brow on Mergado, which prostrated 
him to the floor; but at the same instant the others 
tollowing on their assault, after receiving several 
wounds in my face and several parts of my body. 
I fell heneath their blows; but yet retrained suf- 
ficient strength to resume my feet; at that mo- 
nent the report of musquetry was heard in the 








ttreets—this I took as an indication of the deter- 
nination of the people to defend the post that 
uad been assaulted. 1 must say to your excellen- 
cy, that the very circumstances from which they 
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t mplish their conspiracy, proved 
Serae Pa ‘of their destruction; that i3 their 
simultaneous attacks on various — because 
the people and the troops being all put in motion 
at the same instant, as by an electric impulsion, 
rm was every where felt as the same time. 
le in the map ye bare we 

oors of my house were closed, 
at see oy ber and ‘orced an entrance; 
a the conspirators within, found at this critical 
moment that the people were aroused; and ap- 
prehensive of the consequences, they suddenly 
changed their assault to supplication, and prayed 
me to spare their lives. Taking advantage of 
this occurrence, and with a view to pacify the 
people, I passed to the front door, when imme- 
diately without affording me time to address 
them, the people forced their way in, and at- 
tacked the conspirators, who made some resis: 
tance; Burguillo, had already attacked and mor- 
tally wounded my secretary Riveros—the mo- 
ment had now arrived when I could no longer 
forbear to exercise with energy my duty, which 
was in accord with the indignation of the people 
—I ordered the assassins to be put to death on 
the spot, and they expiated their crimes in my 
resence, and that of an indignant people, whose 
Daptabty and generosity they 2 violated. 
Colonel Morgado, I put to death with my own 
hands. But I want words to express to you the 
dastardly conduct of those six assassins, who had 
thus abruptly entered my house, and deprived 
me of my arms, leaving me no other, hope -than 
the confidence which [ had reposed on the peo- 
ple, and the precautionary measures which I had 
previously taken. Indeed my expectations from 
the people were not disappointed—for at every 
point they have conducted themselves with more 
moderation than could have been expected. under 
such provocations, which seemed to exempt no 
life from danger. ; f 
Those who were prisoners in the Provost 
,and who were acting in concett with the 
conspirators experienced the fate of their asso- 
ciates; notwithstanding, that in the first moment 
of the tumult they had succeeded in possessing 
themselves of the arms of the garrison; but this 
advantage they soon lost; although here, they de- 
fended themselves with the utmost despair till 
they all perished. Those who displayed the 
most courage were the intendant Barroeta, and 
colonel Aras; the first with a sword and the latter 
with a musket. 

Besides the unfortunate loss of my secretary 
Riveros—we have hadtwo more men wounded 
very dangerously. Ishall immediately institute 
an enquiry into the conspiracy, and shall advise 

ou of the result of the examinations. Tranquil- 

ity has been restored; 1 have taken all the pre- 
cautionary measures which in the exigency called 
for, and I have every way experienced confidence 
in the generosity and fidelity of the people. I 
enclose to you a list of those who have been put 
to peath in this commotion by the people and by 
the troops; all the survivors are in arrest, waiting 
the result ofthe investigation now about to be 
commenced. 

God preserve you, &c. 

St. Luis, 8th February 1819. 


A return of the Spanish officers, prisoners of 
war, who have been killed in this public corm- 
motion, 


the ala’ 
The peopl 


VINCENT DUPUY. 
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Brigadier General Jase Ordonnes 
Cotonels - Antgnia Morgado 
Joaquin Primo do Rivero 
Lieut. Colenel Lorelizo Morla 
Matias Aras 
}Captains - Gregorio Carretera 


Jose Maria Butron 
Rancon Cova 
Donaso Salvador: 
Francis Ivaria Gonzalen 
Manuel Sicrra 
Juan Burgillo 
Juan Bethece 
Antonio Peynado 
Jacinto Fontealba 
Santos Elgueta 
Antonio Romero 
Juan Sea 
Antonio Bidaurrisagu 
Joaqain Sea 
Juim Caballo 
Manuel Balcareer 
Jose Maria Riesco 
_ Liberio Bendrel 
Miguel Barrvela 
Pedro Mesa 
; (signed) V. DUPUY. 
St. Luis February, 9 1819. 


DOMESTIC. ; 

The British frigate Forth, having on board Mr. 
Bagot, the British minister, on his return to En- 
gland, anchored in Lynnhaven Bay on the 8th in- 
stant. 

The United States’ frigate Congress anchored 
in Hampton Roads on the 9th, having on board 
Mr. Graham, minister from the United States to 
‘Rio Janeiro. ; 


Lieutenants - 


| Brevet Captain 
| Lieutenants - 


Sub. Lieutenant 


Army Intendant 
Assistant do. 





Norfolk, April 10.—We have received from 
our Gibraltar correspondenta communication of 
the date of March the 10th, from which .we have 
made the subjoined extracts, of no less interest 
than many a paragraph which has gone the round 
of publication in these dry times. 

“ The post from Cadiz this morning informs 
me of the terrible consternation of the people 
there, in consequence of receiving intelligence 
of the capture of the Spanish frigate Maria Isabel, 
of 44 guns, with four transports, having nearly 
2000 troops on board, which sailed from Cadiz 
for Lima, about eight months ago. (Our corres- 
pondent then gives the Spanish account of the 
disaster, which is nearly the same as the one 
which has been already published.) 

“ My friend adds, that the intelligence is con- 
firmed by the arrival of the Madrid mail, and 
that the sensation it produced in the metropolis 
was unexampled—it was the greatest damper of 
all the disasters since the commencement of the 
revolution. Atthe time of the arrival of the 
news in Cadiz, another expedition for Lima, of 
2000 men, under the convoy of the San Talmo, 
64; Diana, 44, and 8 transports, was ready to 
sail; but the panic created by the loss of the first 
division was so great, that the proper authority 
deemed it expedient to wait the further orders 
of the King, after the unfortunate news should be 
made known to him. In consequence, his ma- 
jesty has directed the expedition to be delayed 
until the line of battle ships Alexander Ist. and 





San Fernando, and the frigate .Pereuba, and 





